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JURY BRANDS

BENSEL UNFIT

Graft Investigating Body
Denounces State
Engineer,

HIS SILENCE SINISTER

Thinks His Refusal to Waive
Immunity Blocked
Inquiry.

URGES CHANGES IN LAWS

Suggests Way to Stop Labor
Law Tribute and Campaign
Fund Graft.

John A. Bensel, State Engineer and
furmerly a member of the Board of
Water Bupply, is branded as unfit to
hold publlec office in a presentment
handed to Justice Davig in the Supreme

Court yesterday by the special Grand
Jury which since the first week In No-
vember has been investigating aque-
duct, barge canal and highway graft and
campalign contributions, The preseni-
ment does not mention his name, but
leaves no doubt as to who is hit in de-
scribing him as “the former member of
the Board of Water Supply who is now
State Engineer.”

The reference to Mr. Bensel was ope
of seven specific suggestions which the
Grand Jurors made to the court as the
result of their investigations. Another
recommends the reorganization of the
Board of Water SBupply so that an engi-
neer will have a position where he will
be responsible for his recommendations.

A third recommendation I8 that the
labor law be amended so as to prevent
the holding up of contractors’ money
through labor squabbles. The Grand
Jurors also ask for a law, similar to
the anti-lobbying law, requiring any
person employed by a contractor to aid
him in getting a city or State contract
to be registered with the department
controlling the contract and for a law
making it a misdemeanor for contrac-
tors engaged in public work to make
contributions to campaign funds.

Blocked by Bad Memortes.

The presentment begins by review-
irg the evidence obtained from fifty-
three witnesses, and then says:

"Sufficlent legul evidence has not been
obtained to warrant the finding of
further indictments at this time in con-
nection with this branch of our inves-
tigation. [Referring to the zearch Into
agueduct graft.] The Grand Jury feels
that this result has been largely due to
the significant failure of memory on the
part of «ertaln Important  witnesses
called before it. In spite of obsiacles of
this kind, =0 much has been developed

I

than $10,000 or Imprisoned not more than
two vears or both.”

Its next recommendation:

“V1. That Bection 80 of the Penal
Law be amended so as to provide
thal a conspiracy to commit a erime
shall be the same grade of crime as
the erlme which the conspiracy was
formed to commit and making =a
conspirucy to defraud the Btate or
any governmental subdivision thereof
under the law suggested under sug-
gestion V., a felony.

“VII. That a law be enacted mak-
ing it a misdemeanor for any person
to wsolicit a campalgn contribution
from a contractor engaged on publie
work or for any contractor to make
any campalgn contribution to any po-
litlcal organization of the State, a
county or municipality therein*

As to criticlsing the Board of Water
Supply the Grand Jury presentment says:
“soma of the men selected as commis-
sionurs have been so subject to political
influence, or so incompetent, that their

tracts has been controlled and directed |
by political influence, There is no direct
evidence before us that this h\ﬂuence
Fas been exerted for the financlal beneft
of men now officlally connected with the
suld Bourd of Water Supply, but there
||-¢ evidence that there have been occa-
slons upen which there Is reason to be-
lieve that at least one man then officially
onnected with the sald Board of Water
Supply profited by such transactions."

Blames Rensel's Silence,

The presentment thun relates the story
of the alleged delivery of “the boatload of
stone,” which was fo. $41,260, by a rep-
resentutive of Patterson & Co. of Pitts-
burg, to James G. Shaw, as referee, in a
deal for an aqueduct contract

“The bidder,” says the presentment,
“wus approached on behalf of a certain
individual, whose close conncection with
certaln prominent politiclans was so gen-
erally circulated as t) lend great apparent
welght to any statement coming from him,
with the statement that the award of this
contract could be obtalned by the pay-
ment of a sum of money equal to 1 per
cent. of the bid, If the bld was low, and
to & per cent. of the bid, If the bid was
not low."”

1
The presentment then continues with

actlon in the awarding of certaln con-

|
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The presentment tells of the depositing
of an amount equal to 5 pur cent, of the
bid. *“In this case,” continues the pr.-
sentment,

part in procuring the acquiescence of the |
lower bidders In the final award. One of |
the lower bldders in this case was pos-
seased of better financlal ability than the
hidder to which the award was made.
The financlal weakness of the successful
bidder was demonstrated by the fact that

nto the hands of receivers, by whom the

ible that this award could have been made
without the collusion of a :nember of the
board itself.”

“The effort of this Grand Jury to trace
the final disposition of the 5 per cent. of
the amount of the bid wus §'ocked at one

walver of immunity, which he had al-
ready signed and acknowled;ed in due

fallure of recollection on the part of two
witnesscs with respect to all the essential
facts concerning the receipt and dellvery
uf what there Is reason to belleve was a |
substantial part of the sum pald for the
award of this contract.”

The presentment saye that
tered with respect to public works, are
the unscrupulous for the purpose of ex-
torting ‘tribute’ from

which shows the existence of conditions |

which must be eliminated if contracts
for public work are to be let on a fair
competitive basis that this Grand Jury
would fail to perform its full duty if it
dld not advise the court, and through
the court the public, of the legislation
which In its vpinion would go far to
remedy the existing conditions and sim-
plify the labors of any future investi-
gation of a similar character which it
may he necessary to institute,

“The Grand Jury, therefore, respect-
fully makes to the court the following
specific suggestions:

“L. The Board of Water Supply
of the City of New York bg reor-
ganized in such a manner as shall
place the legal responxibility for all
constructlon and all  engineering
work, coming within its jurisdiction,
upon a competent engineer, by what-
ever name his otfice may be called,
where the real responsibility now
rests, and shall provide for a single
edministrative head upon whom shall
rest the legal responsibility for all
mautters outside of construction and
engineering work.

“Umfit to Hold OMce.”

“I1. That the former member of
the Board of Water Supply who I8
now the State Engineer and Sur-
veyor I8 unfit to held public office,
it being our opinlon that any public
ofMicer who Is unwilling to walve
fmmunity from prosecution and tes-
tify freely before uny legully constl
tuted Investigating body, with respect
to his condut while in public office,
& unfit to hold office.

“IT1. That section o of article 2
@f the labor law be amended so0 as
to specifically provide thut in casea
of any charge of violation of its pro-
vizions mude against a contractor on
public work durlng the progress of
the work there shall be a hearing on
that charge, with a reasonable op-
portunity for the contractor to be
heard, und a final determination sus-
tainlng the charge by the proper
authority before the contractor's pay
shell be withheld,

“IV. That a law be enacted simllar
In some respects to scction 63 of
article 4 of the legislative law (the
anti-lobbying act) which shall pro-
wvide that any person employed for
compensition to assist a contractor,

In any way whatever, in the procurs=
ing of a contruct for publie work,
shall, before taking any wetion In pur-
suance of such employment, tile with
the public officer, bourd or depart-
ment controlling the letting of the

contract in question a written notice
of his omdoyment and its objects,
Buch law shoulil contain similar pro-
vislons requiring the contractor em-

ploying person for such purpose
to dl. In ihe same pluce und manner,
a stmliar not'ee, and should provide
for the pu'lication of such notices so
filed o1 the sobstanee of their econ-
tepnts  al the time of the award,
Buch 1t “hould be retained on
file in the otice of the otfcer, bourd
or depurtr L question and constl-
tute a pul! ord of such office,
A fallure to comply with such law
should be made o misdemeanor, pun-
ixhable by un appropriate Punalty

and In the ecase
forfeiture

of th

contractor by
of the

contriact,

Lries New Penanl Law,

"V, That a law be enacted similar
to Hectton 47 of the Federal Penal
Code and be mude applicable to the
Btate of New  York or any gov-
ernmental subdivision thereof. Buch
a law might tnke the form of an ud-
sitional suld vivlon or subdivisions
or section L80 of the Penal Law.™
Tha section in the Federnl Penal Cods

reads as follows "IF two or more pers
BONK colispire either 1o commit uny  of-
fineea weainst the VUnited Sistes o ta de
fraud the Un 1 Stites WY e |
or for any oy ind o or more of
such partics do any nct to effect the oh
Ject of the conspiras vivch of the parties

gaged upon such publle works."”

Here again a specific Instance Is cited
where an Indictment could not be found
for the liack of proper legal evidence, The
presentment tells of a contractor who got
an aqueduct contract, but feared trouble
with labor organizations. On  "active
representations made to it by a then
member of the Board of Water Sup-
ply,” the presentment says, the contract-
ing irm paid a certaln Individual, “'re-
ported to be closely connected with cer-
tuin prominent politicians,
£10,000 in return for
the labor situation, as
both legitimate and illegitimate labor
troubles’ In connectlon with work to be
performed under the contracts awarded
1o it on this bid,” The presentment adds
that the company retalned the Individual
a second time, paying him $10,000,

The presentment criticises the salaried
consulting engineers of the Board of
Water Supply. It points to the loss to the
city of $250,000 through what the Grand
Jury believes was the fault of the cngil-
neers.

The speclal Grand Jury was not dis-
charged yesterday. It is expected to con-
tinue its work.

ALBANY, April 21.—"My work shows
for for Iteelf, and !f that is the sort of
feeling Bome people have It I8 very
fcurious. I availed myself of my rights
| under the law.”

State Engineer Bensel made this com-
ment to-night on the presentment of the
New York county Grand Jury which
| declared he was unfit to hold office be-
cause he refused to waive immunity.

ILLINOIS “WETS” WIN.
Of 200 Samloons in 32 Towns Two-

thirds Will Stay.

Cuicano, April 21.—The “drys” and
“wels'” clushed to-day, when thirty-two
Illinois citles and villages voted upon the
liquor question.
the MNtate voted April 7, and the elec-
tions of to-day completed the list for this
BpPring.

T'he principal fights were in the clties
of Dunville—the home of Uncle Joe Can-
non--with a population of over 25,000
and seventy-six saloons; Murphysboro,
with thirty-four saloons, and Mendota,
with fourteen saloons. In all three of
these towns the “wets” won, although the
result was close In Danvllle and Mur-
phiysboro,

Altegether there are about 200 saloons
in the territory in which there was voting
to-day  All the returns are not yet in,
and as usual most of the smull communi-
ties, ®since the women have voted, went
“dry,” but it is probable that at least
two-thirds of the saloons will remaln, as
several other important towns also voted
‘wet"” and none of lmportance was won
by the “drys."

‘expert advice' on

i
iANDEBSOHS BODY SENT HOME.
|

Wenlthy Seattle M.I Died
While on Pleasure Trip.

The hody of Alfred Anderson of the
| State of Washington,
dil_“
' to Seattle yesterday afternoon.
| derson
f'“”“ 16, five hours after alighting from
| steamship on his return from a pleasure
trip ubroad. He was taken to the hotel
| by his travelling companion, E. Tucker.

Mr. Anderson left an estate valued at
| #5,000,000. He went to Washington from
| Lia Crosse, Wis, & poor man in 1889, He
\uau about b9 years old,

HALLERAN TELLS REAL NAMES,

Identlty “Phyro"” and “White
 Hope"” Hevealed in Divorce Hearing

Aoveius G Halleran, brother-in-law of
Borough President Connolly of Queens, |
wha s defendant in a divoree sull, went |
an the stund In his own defence In the
| Queens county Bupreme Court yesterddy.

Hulleran disclosed the name of the
l\ oung woman who had been referred 1o

previously as “Phyro” as Miss Gertrude
Huteh, Another witness gave the name

in-f lh yvoung woman who had been called

who died on Mon-

Mr. An-

the “white hope” as Miss Cecella Gordon
Halleran  denled  positively  the charges
nvalving the younE waoinen

Fifforts to Intradues some of the allega-
thop< mwde by Halleran agalnst Borough
P'rostdent Connally . while Halleran wuas

on the stund were unsue

essful. The cawm

te such conupiracy shall be fined not mu.'--l will be continued to-day,

“a then member of the sald
Board of Water Supply took an lml\c{

in the course of the work It was forced'

work was completed. To us it Is Increc- |

point by the refusal of a formcr member |
of the Board of Water Supply, now the
State Engineer and Surveyor, to testify
under the terms and conditions of &)

form, and at another point by the rnllrr‘

“the pro-!
visions of the labor law, as now adminis-

such as to lend themselves to a use by !

contractors en- |

the sum of |

‘Ingurance against !

Most of the towns of |

4! the Waldorf-Astorla, was shipped |

wans stricken with paralysis on '

Men’s English Gabardine
Ramcoats,

cloth‘l_‘:nmed and perfected in
ing contrgdlctlon. but a dual characteristic susceptible of proof.
mentA may be worn as a Spr .j.overcoat

In r?ﬁ.an or regular shoulders.

pockets.

Men’s London-Made
Raincoats, Special,

or raglan sleeves and slash pockets. The cloth is double texture and
all seams are strap
sizes.

$10.50

Macy's prices were $19.75 and $22.50

“Gabardine” is now a phled to a very practical kind of
ngland
abric is water-proof and at the same time porous, a seem-

process ‘proofs”’ the cloth, and in dry weather the gar-
e-u in a convertible | ‘that can be buttoned to the neck.
Coat (illustrated) is 50 inches long and has slash or bellows

The colors are mostly the different tan qhades.
Also Lendon-made Raincoats of gabarcine at $10.50.

$9.75

All-Wool Tan Cassimere, Guaranteed Rainproof.

These Coats are made to button close around the neck. Regular

d and cemented. The length is 46 inches. All

garments are cut full and roomy.

RH My # —

|

Collar style

2 for 25 cts.

DUNWOOD ~

A New RED-MAN
Spring and Summer

EARL & WILSON
MAKERS OF
TROY'S BEST PRODUCT

RED
MAN

You, youths!
Why get the tailor habit ?
It cuts into your allow-

for

‘ances so.
And what do you gain?

DUNWOOD &
£ fabrics identical in quality
with those of the hxghest
priced tailors.
Here you have models cm-
bracing every approved kink
,of fashion.

to try on and see the fit be-
s fore you order.

MOVIE PLAY HEROES
BURNED AND MAY DIE

Asbestos Clothes Fail to Protect
Actors in New Jersey
Fire Scene,

—

What was to have been a thrilling scens
in a movie drama In which two actors
wearing asbestos sults escape from a
burning bullding was turned into & real
tragedy yesterday at Cliffside, N. J. The
actors had to be rescued from the blazing
structure. One of the men is expected to
dle and the other has little chance of re-
covering.

A two story frame bullding was espe-
clally bullt for the drama near Dender's
Hotel. In the second scene Arthur Robin-
son, a movie actor living at the Long
Acre Hotel, this city, entered the bullding
| dressed in a suit of asbestos and carrying

a large bag made of the fireproof materlal. |

The plot called for Charles Davenport of
308 West 100th street to set fire to the
structure. He was to use the asbestos
bag in cscaping

A ecrowd of 1,000 people, including fire-
men from nearby clities, gathered to see
the motors dash from the fire unhurt. It
was about & o'clock when the smoke
began pouring from the bullding. Flames
were shooting from the windows, but
there was no sign of the actors, Finally
the whole bullding was enveloped In
flames.

Then Walter King, one of the promoters
of the drama, and another man rushed
into the bullding. In & moment they re-
| turned, dragging out the two actors. An
| ambulance was called in a hurry from
| the North Hudson Hospital. At the hos-
| pltal Davenport was suid to be fatally
‘ burned. Robinson, the surgeons say, has
lonl} an even chance of getting well

ITO CONSECRATE CHAPEL TO0-DAY.

Portion of Cathedral Ballt as Me-
morial by Mra, G. L. Riven.

The chapel bullt as part of the Cathe-
drial of 8t John the Divine by Mrs
George L. Rives of 60 Kast Seventy-
ninth street as & memorial to her father
and mother, Augustus Whiting and darah
Swan Whiting, and to other members
of her family, will be consecrated at 11
o'clock this morning ut A service con-
ducted by Bishop David H. Greer,

The chapel, one of seven grouped about
the apse of the cuthedral, has  been
named after 8t. Ambrose, the fameus
[ itishop of  Milan, 1t cost more than
Lll 50,000 and is regarded as perhaps the
most beautiful example of eccleslasticul

urt now to be found In this country. At
!Iln request of Mrs. Iives and of her
| husband, George L. Rives, who Is presi-
j.i.lnl of the Public Library, & trustee ol
| Columbla University and & well known

lawyer, the architects, Carrera & Hast-
fnegs, put into the chapel none but Amer-
lenn workmanship and as far us possible
Vinerican materialy

|

Drowans From Capatsed Canoe,
'artls Wellback of 847 West Fifteenth
sirest wus drowned lnst night near City
Islund when aw canoe in whiech he and

llwu other men were padling cupsized,

4

. And as for price—not only |
arc our prices moderate but

n these smaller sizes which
we cut specially for youths

JEROME TAKES GASE
OF YOUNG GIFFORD (32 to 35 chest), they're very
often two or three dollars

Will Defend Prep School Youth |less than the identical quahty
Accused of Slaying in our men'’s suits.

Here you have a wide range |
of choice from suits cut from

Here, too, the opportunity |

lna & Co

AND FURNISHINGS

A NMATIONAL

Brownin

i CLOTHING, HATS

~ Appropriate Apparel

Every man's aim is to dress like a
gentleman. The too common freak
styles are probably the result of
an unformed taste that seeks con-
spicuousness rather than appro-
priateness.

Our Style Models are founded on a
Sound Basis of Good Form.

We go as far as it is safe in the direc-

i tion of novelty; and never lag be-

‘ hind a reasonable conservatism.

In a word, our Suits are designed for
the Young Gentleman, not for the
“bounder;’ for the Man of To-day
and not I‘or the old fogy.

From $20 to $40.
And, Value considered, they are very
low in price.
BROWNING, KING & CO.

I Broadway near 32nd Street.
Cooper Square at Sth St, Fulton St.. Brooklyn.
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LAUGH ‘SEASON NOW OPEN

1700 MANY COOKS

‘“Gienuinely amusing."—\lexander Woull-
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VIRt s S S NEW AMSTERDAM 3}, 2.

ENSES,

IE TYsSON
OFFIUES,

Third precinct station, where the younger | indian "“‘"" Opens | and 7.
Gifford was held yesterday. The onl vl -
comment Mr, Jerome had to make on the
case was that "It Is too bad.”

Young Gifford was taken from the Al- f
bany county Jall to the District Attor-|
ney's office this afternoon and was cons |
fronted with his trunk, which has been In

evidence he discoveren

cretive about the

Distriet Attorney believes he will be able

Last 8 Performances of Season.

gave the Tonight at 815 Tosca, Farrar: Caruso,

Seotth, Pini=-Corsl, Hossl, Bada. Cond . Polacco
Thurs. at 745 Lohengrin. Fremstail,

questioned closely about the contents of

the trunk, but It is sald he

District Attorney little Information

District  Attorney  Alexander  wWould gerger, Gorltz, Witherspoon. Cond., Hertz

nelther deny nor affirm the report that & u';al n‘ Ml‘.l n.-l\'un Il'l-'r:\lmm-‘ Gllly
othier, uysdael, Cond., Polaceo

:;_‘\I';l:‘\er had been found in the hoy's| oY gl o P R T

- | Bada, Ananlon. Cond., Polaceo
“I do not eare to discuss that, !h-'w "‘n.n A7 :? I'n\ . Prices, Tristan.Gadskl, Homer
Distriet Attorney replicd when asked ! reer. Gorlte Itherspoon. (ond ., Toseaninl
the report was true. | HARDMAN I':.\ NO USED,

« \u\r--u. Il\ll. Nundu: Evg., May brd,

Farewell Concert
JUOHN

Mc:CORMAGK ™"

kets 70 oty to §2. Now ul Tlox OfMee,. DI
rec ||u|.| harles L. Wagner, sStelnway I'mn 0

BOOK OF HOURB 'BRINGS $400,

|

— |

Yenterday's !rnln- of Library lll-'
Has a Total of A1,077,

In the Pulsford sale of books vesterday |
afternoon In the Anderson Gulleries the |
prinoipul buyer was Thomas Shea He
gave $400 for No, 472 of the catalogue, a
manuseript book of hours, executed 1in
France in the fifteenth century, and $300 |
for No. 472, & manuscript Hore of fif-

"HASTY PUDDING CLUB

Suplication to the Divell”

MAU“E ADAMS inJ M. Rarrie’s TO-DAY AT 2:20; lu NG lll (Y xn
Chauffeur. $16 to $32. raniasic” " The Interna-
THE LEGEND OF LEONORA, |.|Dllal Cperetta
. RoGERs PEET COMPANY, TOMORION Tt S and T o ensation
’ " I Also Next MON  TUVS THIU'H, & T Tatis 18 o

ALEANT. April 21-=William  Travers Three Broadway Stores LAST 6 SPECLL “PETER AN" "UDSOI '\::‘]:.‘:u.,] f.:'l:\'-,' & Sat
Jerome will defend Maleolm Gifford, the at &t o MATINEPS OF P e L Ko
.mm of the wealthy Hudson machinery Fridav's \fluluul Hegins at 3 MEDY
[ manufacturer, who is awaiting trial in| Warren St.  13th St. 34th St, || Convenience of “Teachers and “"""'Ui'iﬂ '“: D u M Y

: .

the Albany county Jall for the murder of | chzum 4“."-. 1 lﬁrm-::r“-:-‘n— 15.\~" ) ‘"
Frank W. Clute, an Albany chauffeur, on LAST S WEEKS 4 g LALG HS AND 11K u
the Albany-Troy road on April 1 last Y] §in TO YOUR HEART'S cONTENT
| —me——— | ¢ BILLIE JERRY

Mr. Jerome was in donference with Mal- \ A‘l,ll!\ll\'r!. - ! . LlBER:I., Mais ul A | lLlAbv
colm Gifford, Sr., to-night, and he learned * = 7" s B"nKE uul u un \ll "
from the father just what the youngster .lolso' ‘q .llﬂ!l r e ] Nntl“ WINDFI‘RNﬂ“ERE ¢

v

had to say during his father's visit at the | AFT, 2:15  NIGHTS AT 818, GA[E"'Y I\lh:\‘:s 1’:‘..‘.;‘."' Tllnu ‘;ﬁ;ll"-""“ , "A Treat Not to Be Missed * 1 op

the custody of the District Attorney for
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